SPIRIT, SOUL AND BODY COVENANT

In the last teaching I spoke about the Blood covenant. And I showed how the covenant would grow in our lives. I have related how the Blood covenant is tied to the 5 types of sacrifices in the book of Leviticus chapter 1 to chapter 5: the burnt offering, the meal offering, the peace offering, the sin offering and the trespass offering. Last time we covered only 2 of the offerings. The sin offering and in the trespass offering. The sin offering speaks about sin, sin nature, imperfection etc. The trespass offering speaks about committing of sins. We know that the blood offering is to remove both sins and sin. I spoke about how the blood covenant in our lives can transform our hearts and our lives to remove the effect of the sin nature that is present in our physical being. 

You will notice that each time the people of God in the bible (especially in the Old Testament) walk with God they give God an offering. Noah gave God an offering and God smelled it as a sweet aroma and God made a covenant with him. Abraham cut a covenant with God in Gen. 15. Then God appeared again to him in chapter 17 and renewed that covenant. David after he trespassed against God in numbering the Israelites made a sacrifice to God as an offering. 


We may not have given this any thought at all,  but each of those offerings is a different type. Some of them are sin offerings, some are trespass offerings, some are peace offerings, and some are burnt offerings. As you look at Leviticus 1 to 5 you can place which category they fall under. These 5 offerings represent the 5 different aspects of the blood covenant and the way they affect our lives. Some of the Old Testament folks tapped into some of the areas but not all of the areas. 

We know what a trespass offering is. It cleanses our sin. The sin offering removes the sin nature; it removes the desire to sin, it removes the love for sin; it removes any tendency towards sin. And that’s the part that we need to take a hold of. Many Christians are not tapping into that. Therefore they can’t live the sinless, holy life that God desires. Actually God has made it very easy if you learn how to tap into the blood covenant. You can be free from the power of sin, free from the presence of sin, free from the influences of sin. Let’s begin with 

The Sweet Aroma in the Sin Offering

As we begin on this portion of the teaching, I want you to make note here that of all the 5 offerings only 3 of them smell good to God. It says that they are sweet aroma to the Lord. You find it in Lev. 1, 2 and 3. But the sin offering and the trespass offering because of sin don’t smell nice to the Lord… with one exception. Lev. 4 verse 2 and 3 says, “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which ought not to be done, and does any of them, if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him offer to the Lord for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering.” 

Then in verse 13 and 14 Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which should not be done, and are guilty; when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of meeting. 

 Verse 22 When a ruler has sinned, and done something unintentionally against any of the commandments of the Lord his God in anything which should not be done, and is guilty, or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish.

 But there is something here in verse 27 If anyone of the common people sins unwittingly in doing any one of the things which the Lord has commanded not to be done, and is guilty.  Here is something that is very individualized. Every one of us wrestle with sin nature. When we are born again we receive a new nature. But our new nature wrestles with the sin nature for dominion in our life. The spirit wrestles with the flesh. In some Christians’ life the flesh wins. And they don’t live a victorious Christian life and they don’t experience all of the fullness that God wants them to have. In others the spirit wins some of the time. What God wants is the spirit to win all of the time. And there is something God loves about coming personally to God in order to get Him to change our lives and remove our sin nature. 

It says here if any one of the common people. In other words it is something that nobody knows except the person…himself or herself. And they don’t have the knowledge of it. The leader should have some knowledge and as a result all the people and also the congregation will have some knowledge. But here, the word is saying that it is at a level where that particular person really may not have the light that they should have, but if they come voluntarily to the Lord… there is one exception in verse 31 He shall remove all its fat as fat is removed from the sacrifice of peace offering; and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a sweet aroma to the Lord. So the priest shall make atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.

 This is the only one exception where it says that the sin offering shall have its fat removed for it to be burnt as a sweet aroma to the Lord.  Other sin offerings don’t have a burnt offering that is a sweet aroma to the Lord.

The Lord said to me that when it is the sin of the normal people it is something that is carnal knowledge. When the whole congregation has sinned, it is something that is public knowledge. Like for example everyone would know the sin of the ruler. Sometimes a person has fallen into sin but he or she doesn’t know it, yet someone else may know it. But in this example here, the common people have sinned and nobody else knows. Only the person who has sinned has a self-realization. 

And this is the special blessing. If you come to God in repentance by your self there is a special blessing. Here is a clarification: A lot of people stop sinning only when they are caught. Because you are caught you deal with your sin nature therefore, there is no sweet aroma in your sacrifice. It's just a sin offering and a trespass offering. But when you are not caught and when noone else knows but you and you come to the knowledge that this part of your life is not in the perfect will of God, and you want to get in line with the perfect will of God, so you voluntarily come to God and you brought that sin before God to be judged, God loves that. God loves for us to judge ourselves rather than be judged by others and corrected by others. This is to encourage each one of us. To know that self-judgment is the best. If you judge yourselves you will not be judged because… you have presented a sweet aroma to the Lord. You see the exception?
When we judge ourselves at the end of the day and say, “Lord, please reveal to me any imperfection, any areas where no one else knows but You, please reveal, judge and deal with me in that area,” you are bringing a sin offering that is a sweet aroma to God. God loves that. 

The 2 offerings, sin offering and trespass offering have to do with removing something out of our lives. When God has a Blood covenant with us there is something that has to be taken away and then, there is something that has to be placed into us. The first 3 offerings, the burnt offering, the meal offering and the peace offering put something into our lives. But the sin offering and the trespass offering take something out of our lives. It's cleansing. And this is what the Blood covenant does. As we covenant with God there is something then, that God takes out of our lives. And we have to allow God to take it out. Yet, there is something that will come into our lives and that’s where the first 3 offerings play a role. The burnt offering, the meal offering and the peace offering each symbolize different things. When you examine the book of Leviticus you will see that there is something different about each offering. 

The Burnt Offering: Is Putting on Jesus Christ Through the Spirit and the Word

In Lev. 1:6 And he shall skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces. The burnt offering is the only offering where you skin the animal. In all the other offerings the skin is not removed. The skin becomes part of the offering to God. But in the burnt offering the skin must be removed. 

Lev. 4:11 the sin offering, But the bull hide and all its flesh with its head and legs and its entrails… the whole bull he shall tread it outside and he shall burn it. In all the other offerings there are no mention of the animal being skinned first except the burnt offering. And in the burnt offering the animal is cut into pieces in verse 6 and in verse 12 all the pieces are placed on the altar and they are burned completely. No one gets to eat the burnt offering. It is completely burned.

 Verse 17 then he shall spread it in its wings but shall not divide completely and the priest shall burn it on the altar. It is a burnt sacrifice and offering made by fire - a sweet aroma to the Lord.

 If you cross reference to chapter 6 of Leviticus verse 9-13 Command Aaron and his sons, saying. This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. And the priest shall put on his linen garment, and put on his linen breeches upon his body, and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has consumed the burnt offering on the altar, and put them beside the altar. Then he shall put off his garments, and put on the other garments, and carry forth the ashes outside the camp to a clean place. The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it, it shall not go out; the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings. Fire shall be kept burning upon the altar continually; it shall not go out. 

That is No. 1 the burnt offering. All the meat is burned and it is a perpetual sacrifice to the Lord. Nobody gets to eat it. Only the skin is saved. 

Notice in chapter 7:8 And the priest who offers any man’s burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering, which he has offered. 

So the priest received the skin. When you analyze it you will realize that when Adam and Eve first fell into sin, the first offering that God made was a blood offering. The blood that was shed when He stripped the animal of his skin and He placed it on Adam and Eve to cover their nakedness. That was a burnt offering. 

Look at Gen. 3:21 The Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. Because from that day onward  the only way that God and man were able to talk to one another and be in relationship with one another is through the blood covenant. And it was God Himself who took the animal cut it took the skin and clothed Adam and Eve. 

The first burnt offering you notice has a peculiar characteristic. The skin is separated and all the flesh is burned and the keyword to remember in the burnt offering is the fire. The first symbol is fire. Then if you analyze dilligently in Leviticus chapter one, the other symbols that are in the burnt offering there is water. Only in the burnt offering do you have Lev. 1:9 But its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn the whole on the altar, as a burnt offering. Water is another symbol. It washes the inside and it washes the legs. You know that water represents the Word. Fire represents the Spirit. The 2 characteristics of the burnt offering is the Spirit and the Word in the covenant of God. In summary… God is going to give us His Word, His promises and God is going to give us His Spirit. 

The animal in the burnt offering represents Jesus Christ. And in the burnt offering we become like Jesus. We are clothed with Jesus. We put on Jesus Christ. In the sin offering and trespass offering He has to remove our sins and our sin nature. But in the burnt offering He puts something on us. When God took the skin of the animal and placed it on Adam and Eve, God was putting Jesus Christ on them. He  conformes us to be like Jesus. He puts the nature of Jesus into our lives. And we are clothed with Jesus. 

Clothing is also the symbol of the Holy Spirit. You shall be clothed with power from high. The Holy Spirit has come to make us like Jesus. He has come not only to give us power, power is the side effect of the Spirit coming to make us like Jesus. If you are like Jesus you have power and authority in God. That is the burnt offering. 

The Meal Offering : Preserving Our Bodies From the Law of Sin and Death

Now you look at the grain offering in Leviticus 2:8-10 And you shall bring the cereal offering that is made of these things to the Lord; and when it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. And the priest shall take from the cereal offering its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, an offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the Lord. And what is left of the cereal offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the offering by fire to the Lord. Then verse 13 You shall season all your cereal offerings with salt; you shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be lacking from your cereal offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

The key characteristic here is salt. Salt is mentioned in the grain offering. You shall season the grain with salt. It says it shall be a covenant of salt to you. Let me point to the fact that when you make a covenant with God and God makes a covenant with you, He demands something from our lives. Lets bear in mind that we are spirit beings who have a soul and we live in a physical body. The grain offering represents your physical body. Your physical body plus salt has a quality of preserving. 

There was an article in the Readers’ Digest about a butcher shop who had a piece of pork or beef, preserved in salt and put on display as advertisement for the shop. The surprising thing was that the preserved meat was from the 19th century. Preserved in salt, it was still edible even today! Salt has a powerful preserving quality depending on the amount that is used. 

And Jesus Himself tells us here in Matt. 5:13 you are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. So Jesus uses the illustration the necessity of salt in its preserving power. 

When we make a covenant with God, God knows the weaknesses in our bodies. There are 3 laws that operate in our life and we must harmonize them. Rom. 7:14 onwards We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. So then it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me. Where is his sin nature? A part of it is in the physical body, the desire, and the passions. 

Verse 21-23 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my innermost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law. Understand that there is a law of sin that operates in the physical body. If the law of sin does not operate you will never age and you will never grow old. The fact is it is operating in mankind. That is the reason why this physical body cannot enter heaven. We need a new body because this physical body has a sin nature; ever since Adam fell. There is a law of sin that operates in the body. We need to be aware of it. 

And this is where God knows our weaknesses. And when God cuts a covenant with us part of the covenant is the meal or grain offering. And He gives to us in the Blood covenant… salt the preserving quality of the covenant and places it into our physical body. Which is why in proportion to how we walk with God and how God’s Spirit transform our lives, your body is free from the law of sin and death. Are you getting this? Although Jesus became sin for us and He took upon Himself all our sickness and disease … in no way should we assume that His was a diseased body. It is in a legal sense because He was innocent and He didn’t have to die and yet He died for us. 

In the book of Acts it tells us in chapter 2:27 For thou will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor let thy Holy One see corruption. The word corruption talks about the decay of the physical body. The moment a human being dies the physical body starts to decay. Even though He became sin for us it was in a legal sense. You can see your sickness upon Jesus. What I want you to know is that Jesus’ body that was wrapped up and placed in the tomb was not like what we think. There were no germs or bacteria there to eat up that body. There was no corruption in that body yet He became sin for us. 

What about the scriptures where it says He Himself took our sickness and bore our infirmities? That took place before He died on the cross, when He was beaten and scourged. The basis of it is the legality. For example you can inherit a land and you have never seen that land, but it comes to you in a legal document and says that the land is now yours. That land is yours even though you have never been there or seen it. Legally it is yours. 

Think carefully about what I am saying here. There is no way that every sickness and disease can actually rest on Jesus’ body. Have you ever thought that if Jesus actually physically took all our sickness and disease you would not be able to wrap His body in linen cloth because His whole body would be a bloated, convoluted mass of disease – leprosies, tumors, cancers, etc? Understand that He did it in a legal sense because He did nothing that deserved death. And when His death came a law was broken because He didn’t die for Himself; He died for us. Suddenly satan and all his cohorts panicked because they realized that Jesus died in order to reap a benefit for mankind. You see God has made the law that you reap what you sow. But Jesus was reaping something (death), which He never sowed (sin). Instead, He sowed death in order to reap life for the cosmos and hence suddenly the whole cosmos was turned over Him. When we die with Him, we rise to new life with Him.  Do you understand?
According to your walk in the Blood covenant… your flesh may not see corruption. Enoch walked with God and he was translated. His flesh did not see corruption. We all walk in different degrees in the Blood covenant, according to our level of understanding. What’s the key in allowing God to cancel  to mortify the law of sin in our physical body? Salt. Salt has a preserving quality. How well is your body preserved today? 

The Peace Offering: Renewing Our Minds 

Lev. 3 the peace offering. Now the peace offering has its own characteristic. In the peace offering only the fat is emphasized. So that when any other offering has anything to do with the fat it is said that it is just like the peace offering. It is its peculiar characteristic. 

In Lev. 3:3-5 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as an offering by fire to the Lord, he shall offer the fat covering the entrails, and all the fat that is on the entrails, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the appendage of the liver which he shall take away with the kidneys. Then Aaron’s sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt offering, which is upon the wood on the fire; it is an offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the Lord. 

So it emphasizes the fat from the animal. Now cross reference to chapter 7. Notice that whenever another sacrifice uses a fat, it is illustrated with the peace offering. For example in chapter 4: 31 And all its fat he shall remove, as the fat is removed from the peace offerings. The peace offering was a standard and a measurement of fat removed. Any other offering that copied it, it said,  it's like the peace offering. 

As you read on in chapter 7:11-12 And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which one may offer to the Lord. If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thank offering. Now there is something else required. Here the sacrifice of peace is also the sacrifice for thanksgiving. And that sacrifice of peace has to again deal with something in our life that operates and as we say, it imparts something in our life.  

The other part of sin nature that persists in our life that we deal with, is the  part of sin nature that dwells in our soul. Its called the carnal mind. Let’s look at Rom. 7:23 I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind. And where the law of the mind yields to the law of sin, you have what Paul says in Rom. 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot. 

So there is warfare in our flesh and warfare in our mind. And God has to deal with the law that is working in our mind that is carnal, to turn it for good. There is the law of the physical body and there is a law of the mind. And then there is a law of the spirit of life from our spirit. What happens when we cut a covenant with God in our imperfect condition, after the fall of man? God has to deal with the law of the physical body and the law of the mind and the fallen spirit of man. What happens to the fallen spirit? It is completely removed and it says in II Cor. 5: 17 Therefore if any man is in Christ he is a new creation. Behold, all things have passed away all things have become new.  You have a new spirit on your inside. That means that the law of sin and death now only operates in 2 dimensions: in the physical body and in the unrenewed mind.  Your spirit man can be trusted. It’s a newborn spirit in the image of God. 

The burnt offering has to do with fire and water. The grain offering has to do with salt. The peace offering has to do with fat. And each is important. In chapter 17 of Genesis when Abraham made a new covenant with God or renewed the old covenant it was different. Because what he offered to God in Genesis 15 was a burnt offering. Now in chapter 17 God demanded something from his life. The blood covenant has grown. God demands that he circumcise himself and he changed his name. 

Now these 3 changes are vitally important. When Abraham circumcised himself it was a symbol of the law of sin and death and the body being dealt with. When Abram changed his name to Abraham it was a symbol of the peace offering operating. There has to be a renewal of the mind in order to change your name. The third thing was a gift from God – Isaac. His name is laughter. In these 3-fold impartation No. 1 God imparts something into your physical body to mortify the law of sin in your life. No. 2 he changed and renewed your mind like Abraham changed his name. But No. 3 there is nothing you can do about it. It’s a gift from God. And that’s the burnt offering: the gift of His Spirit into our life, to bring holy laughter and joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

Now how does that impartation take place? When you look at the communion; as the communion tray is passed around you take a piece of bread. Then the cups are passed around you take a little cup. That piece of bread represents the body. The blood represents the Blood covenant coming into your life. And it deals with your physical body, your soul. But its also one more thing that is involved in the New Testament covenant. Immediately after the Lord’s Supper Jesus in John 12 washed their feet and talked about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will come He says… into your life. So the Holy Spirit will come upon your spirit, your soul and your body. The Holy Spirit and the new spirit within us is a gift from God. But our mind and our body is the same. It needs the Blood covenant to continue to sustain it in the way God wants it. 

Now, look at Leviticus it is in the other 2 offerings… that we talked about the eating of the offerings.  In Lev. 2:10 the grain offering is for Aaron and his sons. He shall eat of it. So, we must everyday partake of the law of the spirit of life that is released in the Blood covenant for it to mortify our body. 

Leviticus. 3 this offering that he gives to God,  the sacrifice of peace,  offering to the Lord. More description of the peace offering is here in chapter 7:15 The flesh of the sacrifice of the peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering; he shall not leave any of it until the morning. There is a partaking of the peace offering and the grain offering. It is the portion set aside for the priest to eat. 

What does that tells us? When the offering is placed, it becomes a part of you, and you become a part of it. But no one gets to eat the burnt offering. In the burnt offering there is no mixture. You cannot compromise or mix or imitate the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can’t be copied. You can only yield to Him and receive Him. Your mind God will still use; your body God will still use.  However, there is no duplication of the Holy Spirit. It's either the Spirit of God or it's not the Spirit.  This is a symbol of how our mind has to be renewed everyday and our bodies presented to God as a living sacrifice everyday for that covenant to work in our life. 

There is a place and time when the grain offering cannot be eaten. Lev. 6:23 Every cereal offering of a priest shall be wholly burned; it shall not be eaten. What kind of grain offering is that? That is the grain offering that came from Aaron to the Lord. Not from the common people to the Lord.  As you read Leviticus 1 to 7 you will see that there are different degrees of holiness. There is a point of holiness where you can still eat but before you eat you must be cleansed. 

However it crosses a certain line and anything that touches the Holy of holies it says cannot be eaten. It's all for God. That is also true of the sin offering when it touches the Holy of holies. Lev. 6:30 But no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the holy place; it shall be burned with fire.  

In other words once a year the high priest offers a sin offering for himself before he can enter the holy place. That sin offering is special. God says you can’t eat it at all. The reason is because it touches the Holy of holies. So you can see then that there is different degrees of holiness. There are different realms of covenant that we walk in with God. Not everyone can touch on the anointing of God. YOU can’t DO that … it depends on your walk with God. But when you have reached a certain point in your walk with God, and you become wholly
w-h-o-l-l-y… for God, God then says, “Touch not my prophets. No weapons formed against thee shall prosper and every tongue that rises against thee shall be condemned.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord.” If you are not serving God that promise doesn’t operate in your life. There are different realms of holiness and right here is where you must be cautious. The closer people walk with God the more dangerous it is to judge them. We judge others to our own destruction. 

We realize now with this data we are able to analyze some of the offerings. In the offering of Gen. 3 it was a burnt offering. The skin is preserved. In other words God gives you special clothing; the Spirit comes upon all flesh…it’s like new clothing upon your life. Now with the Spirit coming down He can use your physical body. Your hands can be laid on the sick and they shall recover.

 But in the book of Genesis Noah’s offering that he offered to God in chapter 8:20-21 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odor, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of man, for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; neither will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done. 

Although burnt offering is mentioned as you analyze it you will realize that it was a thanksgiving offering to the Lord. There are 2 different types of peace offering. Remember that each offering signifys our spirit, soul and body. The burnt offering represents our spirit and God’s Spirit dealing in our life. The grain offering our physical body. The peace offering our soul. The things of the Spirit are sacred. 

With things of the body there are different realms. There is a realm where the physical body can yield to God according to the covenant of salt and be preserved. It's preserved and yet can be eaten. But as you go further into God there is a realm that you pass and God says it cannot be eaten at all. It has become God’s property. When Paul says in Rom. 12:1-2  present your bodies as a living sacrifice. He is not telling you just to consecrate yourself. The reason is, if you read the Greek it means to continually present your body as a living sacrifice, not just once. Because, here’s what happens… one day, as you keep presenting yourself, God takes that body and it enters the most holy place and you find that the law of sin and death is completely cancelled. 
Then there is the realm of the soul to do with fat. What happened to the fat? The fat has to be burned continually before God. In the 2 types of peace offerings is the realm of thanksgiving and the other is the realm of a vow. The vow has twice the power of the thanksgiving. 

Look at Lev. 7: 15-17 The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day it is offered. He shall not leave any of it until morning. But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow or a voluntary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he offers his sacrifice; but on the next day the remainder of it also may be eaten; the remainder of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day must be burned with fire.
If the offering is a sacrifice of thanksgiving that means that God has done something in your life. God has blessed you and you, as a thankful child of God have brought an offering of thanksgiving to the Lord. You can eat it but only the first day, one day. You cannot eat it beyond the first day. But when the offering is a vow or a voluntary sacrifice in verse 16 you can eat it for 2 days but not on the third day because the third day is the sacrifice and symbol of Calvary. 3 days and 3 nights is symbolic. What am I saying here? Let me clarify…your sacrifice cannot go beyond the atonement of Jesus. It cannot go outside of the cross of Jesus. All your sacrifices are only accepted in Christ. Outside of Christ no matter how you bargain with God it's not worth anything. It must be presented in the name of Jesus and in Christ. 

Here is an important point. The health of our mind and the law of our mind when it actually operates in God’s covenant is a mind of thanksgiving. In the book of Phil. 4: 8 it says Finally, brethren, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these things. In other words, let your mind dwell on those things. That is the Blood covenant mind. Anything less than that is not a mind in covenant with God. Your spirit may be in covenant with God but your soul and your body are in rebellion. But when you get your soul and your body in covenant with God these are the characteristics: Thanksgiving. A mind that is thankful to God (enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His court with praise). A mind that is grateful; a mind that is not filled with condemnation. A mind that is positive. That’s the mind that is in covenant with God. Anything outside that it tells us in Rom. 8… is a mind that is against God. So when we say we are in covenant with God don’t just talk about the spirit. Let your mind be in covenant with God and your body be in covenant with God as well. 

The 2 realms of the covenant; Thanksgiving, learning to thank God, learning to acknowledge that all things come from God and we want to return our tithes and our offerings to God. To serve Him and say God it all came from you. This is our thanksgiving to you. 

And the second realm which is more powerful… A vow or voluntary sacrifice. You could eat the meat until the second day. This means that before God does something you have already consecrated it to God.  One is after God does it and the other is before God does it. It takes more faith before God blesses you. Before you do anything you say, “God I give myself to you. I know You will never fail.” That’s even more powerful and God loves it.  So before God blesses you , YOU say God I am going to give this offering to your glory. And your giving is not based on what God has done. Its based on what God will do. It has twice the power with God. And it has renewed your mind in a more powerful way. Some people’s mind will only be positive when they see the blessings of God. We need to get to the point  that when you don’t see the blessings and you trust Him and you know His word,  and you vow and voluntarily give a peace offering, it touches the realm of God in a deeper dimension. God always fulfills His words. He doesn’t always fulfill necessarily in the way we expect. Neither does He necessarily fulfill in the time frame that we expect. But I want you to know that when you trust in the Lord, when He doesn’t fulfill in the way you expect He will fulfill in His way which in the end you see is in a much better way. When He doesn’t fulfill in a time frame that we expect… when something is delayed people get frustrated and get all messed up in their understanding. If something is delayed it will, in the end work out for the good. And, you will find that it's actually better. It takes a greater measure of faith and trust to worship God with a vow or a voluntary sacrifice. A vow is something in your life or the whole of your life that is consecrated to God even before God does anything. That’s powerful to the Lord. That’s part of the peace offering. 

So we see these 3 aspects of the Blood covenant.  God wants the Blood covenant to change our life. He wants the grain offering to touch our physical body so that this physical body becomes consecrated to God. Is your body consecrated to God? Does the law of sin and death operate or does the law of the Spirit of life rule your spirit? Has the Blood touched your soul? Or is your mind anxious and worldly. Has the peace offering touched your mind so that the law of the mind now operates for God? 
 When these 2 are in place the burnt offering then enters in.  The Spirit of God finds a home in our heart and in our life. Then, this body becomes the temple of the Holy Spirit, and the mind becomes a vehicle of the Holy Spirit.

