WINNING GOD’S HEART 

Sometimes we lean towards the extreme when we understand the word of God on some aspects of truth. For example, we have the truth and teaching that God is no respecter of persons and that God loves each one of us equally and no death, no hell, nor any principality or power, or anything in heaven or on earth can separate us from the love of God. 
We emphasize the truth so much that God doesn’t respect any person and God doesn’t favor any person above any others. And in doing so, we neglect the other aspect of it… that there is a place where you can find special favor with God. God has His rules, His principles and His laws. Yet there is such a thing as becoming the apple of God’s eye… where you become precious to the Lord. 

Those 2 truths must be combined. When we say that God is no respecter of person it doesn’t mean that God unconditionally gives you everything. Because we do know that there are some things in God that are based on conditions; and there are some other things that are unconditional. And we know that there is a measure of standard blessing He gives to those who don’t know Him. He sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Then there is another measure He gives to those who are born again a certain measure of blessing that is far above the others. Because when you are born again you come into covenant with God.  And yet above that there is still another realm of blessings that He gives and that is to those who find special favor by their faithfulness and obedience to Him. So we must realize then,  that God potentially wants to love each one to the fullest extent. But not all of us want to reach that level of love for God. 

There are scriptures that say those who honor God most, God will honor. What does that mean?  It means that in the realm of the covenant, God will honor people who obey and are faithful. For example, you are one of those who get up at a certain time in the morning and kneel down before God for an hour and pray. Or you are one of those who kneel down every evening to pray. Surely there must be a difference between you and others. Those who honor God, God will honor. And you then have reached an area of what I will call special grace, special favor that you can have with God. This is what many Christians have not been told or taught. We have been told that God is no respecter of person and we have the impression that you do what you want and God still loves you. But we must be told about the other aspect …that God is a person. There is a way to win God’s heart and be the apple of God’s eye. How many of you would love to be the apple of God’s eye. 

Lets turn to Lev. 2 where we have the grain offering and the meal offering. We have talked about the 5 different aspects of the blood covenant and how they are tied up to the 5 different types of offering. And each one of the offerings represent a different aspect of how we are in covenant with God a different type of relationship that we can have with God. We have pointed out that there is the burnt offering that the priest doesn’t eat at all. Also, the grain offering and the peace offering, the sin offering and the trespass offering that the priests have a part to eat. But when the priest offers an offering for himself as a sin offering before he enters the most holy place, he doesn’t get to eat it at all. So we realize that there are different standard that God established on different things. 

Here are some more different variations of standards that He has set. The only thing the priest was allowed in the burnt offering was the skin of the animal. And that ties back to God clothing Adam and Eve with the skin. 

Lev. 2:11 No cereal offering which you bring to the Lord shall be made with leaven; for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey as an offering by fire to the Lord.  Notice that in verse 12 reference was primarily for the first fruits. Verse 12-13 As an offering of the first fruits you may bring them to the Lord, but they shall not be offered on the altar for a pleasing odor. You shall season all your cereal offerings with salt; you shall not let the salt of the covenant with your God be lacking from your cereal offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

In the last message, we paid close attention to the difference in the types of offerings. How in the burnt offering the priest gets the skin but he doesn’t get any meat. In the other offerings like the sin offering and the trespass offering only the inside of the animals are burned on the altar whereas the outside and the other parts of the animal can be eaten but they are cooked outside in a specific place. Here in the grain offering the main emphasis has been salt. In the burnt offering the emphasis in on the total consumption and the skin of the animal given to the priest who offers it. In the peace offering the emphasis is on the set layer that is offered to God. 

In verse 14-16 If you offer a cereal offering of first fruits to the Lord, you shall offer for the cereal offering of your first fruits crushed new grain from fresh ears, parched with fire. And you shall put oil upon it, and lay frankincense on it; it is a cereal offering. And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion part of the crushed grain and of the oil with all of its frankincense; it is an offering by fire to the Lord. 

This is some sort of a free will offering and the first fruits offering to God. However God made provision for people who cannot afford different things like the animals, which could be very expensive. Not everybody could afford to offer a bull. And in the other types of offerings God gives provision for example like in chapter 5 of Leviticus in verse 7 But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring, as his guilt offering to the Lord for the sin which he has committed, two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 

Then in verse 11 probably there is the upper income, the middle income and the lower income. God gives provisions on how each one can still give a sin offering when they can’t afford it. God is a God of understanding. He knows our capabilities to reach Him. Verse 11 But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two young pigeons, then he shall bring as his offering for the sin which he has committed, a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. The bible provides a law where those who harvest a field and where some grains will drop on the floor. The bible provides a law where the farmer is not to pick up that grain. The law says leave the grain for the poor. He can’t say I can’t afford to. He can go to the field and pick up the grain. God provides a way for each and every one; even in the old covenant, to come to Him.  

Lets read on Lev. 5:11 onwards If he is not able to bring two turtle doves or two young pigeons, then he shall bring, as his offering for the sin which he has committed, a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, and shall put no frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. Now the grain offering looks exactly like the other grain offering in chapter two. But what God says makes a difference. In this grain offering don’t put oil and don’t put frankincense on it because it is a sin offering. 

We see first of all how the normal grain offering, as in Lev. 2, compares to the special grain offering of people who can’t afford a lamb as a trespass offering. It is different. To the physical eye it looks the same. But God made a difference because one is a trespass and sin offering and the other is a voluntary free will offering of first fruits to the Lord. 

And God made another difference when the high priest offers the grain offering. Lets look at chapter 6:20 This is the offering which Aaron and his sons shall offer to the Lord on the day when he is anointed; a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a regular cereal offering, half of it in the morning and half in the evening. Day and night you must meditate on God’s word. First thing in the morning last thing at night. There is something about being a regular person with God morning, noon, and night. Like Daniel… Daniel added the middle portion where he knelt down 3 times a day before God. 

Verse 22–23 The priest from among Aaron’s sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the Lord as decreed forever; the whole of it shall be burned. Every cereal offering of a priest shall be wholly burned; it shall not be eaten. I want you to know that the other 2 can be eaten but this one cannot be eaten although in the normal circumstances in Lev. 2 it can be eaten. 

So look at the difference in the degrees of grain offering. There is a grain offering that is found in Lev. 5 which is a sin offering that has no oil and no frankincense.  

Then there is the normal type, which should be Lev. 2, which is the free will offering, and the first fruits to God where oil and frankincense are placed on them and they can be eaten. 

Then there is the special offering that comes from the priests themselves to the Lord, where you put oil and frankincense and you burn it fully and no one can eat it. 

You could see that there are different measures from which God is blessing. That gives us a special clue that we want to consider here. There is such a thing as winning the heart of God. You can come based on that sin offering of grain. You can come based on the normal offering of first fruits.  Or you could be one who is serving God constantly. I don’t mean that you have to be in the full time ministry. Being in the full time ministry is God’s call. Sometimes God calls people into the professional ministry field. But what I am saying is this: you can still be serving God in the secular world. Your heart and your obedience are for God.  And you serve God wholeheartedly. Don’t forget that there are people like Daniel who was not in full time ministry. He was a Prime Minister and yet his whole heart was for the Lord. So, He has made every believer kings and priests before God. And they are wholly dedicated to the Lord. And they serve God. There is a special grace that God gives to those. You can see the 3 degrees and 3 levels. 

Lets look at some illustrations starting from the book of Genesis. Each type of offering that people have given in the old covenant is one of those 5 types. We want to explore this with the basic knowledge of the Leviticus teaching. The kind and type of offering that people brought in order to win the heart of God. If you don’t like the word win you can put in the word touching the heart of God. God’s heart can be really moved and touched. 

Gen. 3:21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed them. The moment sin occurred there had to be an offering to God. Now this looks like a sort of sin offering given unto God. But we realize that in the sin offering according to the Leviticus priesthood the whole animal is burned except for portion of the flesh, which can be eaten. 

But in the case of Lev. 4:11 But the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung, the whole bull he shall carry forth outside the camp to a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and shall burn it on a fire of wood, where the ashes are poured out it shall be burned. Notice its not even allowed to be burned on the brazen altar. 

The only thing allowed to be burned on the brazen altar is the burnt offering in Lev. 1 and the meal offering and some parts of the peace offering like the fat. But in Lev. 7:8 And the priest who offers any man’s burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering which he has offered. So in the burnt offering the animal is specially skinned. That is not mentioned in the other offerings. Lev. 1 you find that in the burnt offering the animal must be skinned. 

What God did in Gen. 3 was that He Himself offered a burnt offering on behalf of Adam and Eve in a sense although there was no burning but there was something that happened to the animal. But we know what happened to the skin. The skin was taken and placed over Adam and Eve. In sin offering and trespass offering there is no such thing as having the skin. What God did was send message regarding the burnt offering that says that continually man needs to be in the covenant with God. A burnt offering must be offered day and night and the fire must not go out. 

All the other offerings are sort of required when something happened. Sin offering is required when sin occurred. So as it occurred and it is discovered then, they bring the offering. The meal offering usually people do it out of their first fruits. The peace offering is usually out of thanksgiving and out of a vow to God. 

But the burnt offering is a must and it must always be burning on the altar every day. This was actually done physically in the time of Moses. The Mosaic Law of sacrifices lays down the principles of offerings to God. 

Look at Lev. 1:17 it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a pleasing odor to the Lord.  And in the revision in chapter 6:12-13 The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it, it shall not go out; the priest shall burn wood on it every morning and he shall lay the burnt offering in order upon it, and shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings. Fire shall be kept burning upon he altar continually; it shall not go out. That’s the burnt offering. 

God’s message to Adam and Eve although they may not have fully understood it at that time,  but it was recorded by the Holy Ghost was that when He took that animal skin and He clothed Adam, that then, was the burnt offering. And God was saying from that day onwards man needs a covenant in order to come to Him. If man fails in any area he needs to repent and get a sin offering to offer to God. But here God was saying there is no other way to Him except by the blood covenant. Blood must be shed and its something that is not offered once in a while when you thought of it or when you fall. Every morning, and every evening we must be under the blood. The blood must be on our life. Which is why now we teach people to partake of the Holy Communion every morning, it's our modern way of exercising faith in the Blood covenant. Which is what I always encourage you to do… to take communion as often as you will…as often as you feel you need it.
Lets look at the other offerings that occur. In Gen. 4:2-5 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.  

What were their offerings supposed to be? Peace offerings because the fat is mentioned. What was the message that Abel and Cain were bringing to God? Thank you. Remember the peace offering we touched on in the last message. Lev. 3 says that the peace offering is brought for thanksgiving or as a vow to God. Now then, God had blessed Abel and Cain. This is not the burnt offering. The word burnt offering is used generally elsewhere. Everything that is burned they just call it burnt offering. It's just like our general use of the word prophesi. When you speak God’s word there is a general usage and there is a specific usage for the gift of prophecy and a special usage in the office of a prophet. So the word burnt offering has been used generally here. But the fat is mentioned as far as Abel’s offering is concerned. Although it's exact procedure may not come until Moses time yet there was a rough measurement that they used. 

And as far as Cain was concerned his was supposed to be the first fruits. When you look at that you realize that its not just because there is a lack of blood; he did not bring in the firstfruits either. So the bible in the Hebrew has a special word when the word firstfruits is mentioned. Cain’s offering was not the firstfruits. Even before Cain and Abel offered their offerings there was a difference in them. Cain only brought the fruit of the ground but there was no mention of it being the firstfruits whereas the word firstlings is mentioned in Abel’s offering. 

Look at verse 4 the word firstlings. Then he is taking care of the flock and leading them into the pastures. And one day this first born of the calf came and he says I want to give this to God. But Cain was different. Cain was a farmer and as he planted crops grew, I don’t know what he did with the first fruits. When he saw Abel offering his offerings he says let me get some offerings too. He should have remembered God the first time the corn or wheat grew. And the first flower starts coming out he says this is God’s. I must honor God. He who honors God, God will honor. He who dishonors God, God will reject. Cain did not honor God. In verse 5 but God did not respect Cain for his offerings. There was something wrong there. What Cain should have done was to find out what was wrong instead of getting angry. 

Look at what the Lord told him when Cain was angry in verse 7. If you do well, will you not be accepted? The word do well means if you had done it the correct way. He should have sought a revelation from God. How then do you know Abel knew how to offer the fat? According to the Jewish tradition in history God taught Adam and Eve how to offer offerings to Him. It was Adam who inherited the legacy of knowing how to offer offerings to God. See Adam and Eve saw what God did when God was taking the animal, skinning it and clothing them. So they do know some things. And I believe they do know some things about the meal offerings as well as those animals' sacrifices. But Cain didn’t pursue it. 

There is a way to please God and there different degrees in which  we can please God. Do you realize that when you get up early in the morning and kneel down before God while all others are sleeping you are pleasing God? Well, You are winning the heart of the Father. God can be pleased. 

Look at the book of Heb. 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain.  Abel gave a more excellent sacrifice by faith. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Now in Abel and Cain’s time there was as far as we know, no recorded bible. Therefore we can gather if faith comes by hearing God’s Word. God had spoken about those things. Faith is not just confidence or presumption. Faith has confidence but not all confidence is faith. Faith confidence is based on hearing what God said. So we can gather that if Abel offered it by faith he must have received some instructions from God. And he was obeying those instructions explicitly. 

If you look back to Lev. 2 and 3 what you have is an illustration of Gen. 4 of the meal offering and the peace offering. Abel succeeded in the peace offering. In Lev.chapter 2:14 If you offer a cereal offering of first fruits to the Lord, you shall offer for the cereal offering of your first fruits crushed new grain from fresh ears, parched with fire. God wanted it fully grown but just ripened. There must have been some discrepancies in Cain’s offering. In chapter 3 you have the peace offering then there is a revision of the peace offering in chapter 7:12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving unleavened cakes mixed with oil. Then verse 15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering.  

And Abel tapped into it because he offered it with thanksgiving in his heart. Cain was not thanking God at all. He was just doing it because his brother was doing it. Don’t do some thing unless you know what you are doing it for. What should Cain have done? He should have found out from God what was inappropriate what was wrong and then repented and brought it in the way God wants it. What happens if you make a mistake? You go back and redo it. Instead he killed his brother. He heaped one sin upon another sin. 

So in chapter 3 we found that God was showing that if we want to win His heart and favor we must bring to Him a continual sacrifice. In chapter 4 we find that thanksgiving is required to reach the realm of God. 
No human beings in the natural like complaining. There is something inside us that reacts to it. In our natural human make up we are very much created to function in that way. Since we are made in the image and likeness of God, then, how much more, God who made us in His image. Only thanksgiving can win the heart of God. So, thanksgiving not only gives you a better countenance but also thanksgiving pleases God. 

Look at Cain in Gen. 4:5 Cain was very angry and his countenance fell. And God was concerned because every time God looked at Cain there was no smile on his face. And God actually said to Cain why do you have such a long face. God doesn’t like complaining;He likes thanksgiving. It's the way to God’s heart. It’s the entrance into God’s heart. 

Look at Gen. 6:8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. Grace was given to everyone. There is a general grace and there is special grace. You can find favor with God. And in verse 9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah walked with God. Among some the things that Noah learned to do we are told in Gen. 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odor.. 

Doesn’t that look like Leviticus chapter l, 2 and 3? There are some things that are sweet to the Lord. Doesn’t it show we can please God? We can be the apples of God’s eye. God is not a person who practices favoritism. He says everybody can reach it if they obey my law. If God was to say I just give favor without principles, then, that would be favoritism. Now what exactly is favoritism? Favoritism is favor given without principles and laws. There must be principles and laws that govern our actions in our life. When we dispense favor on whomever without principles and without the laws, it will frustrate other people because they  don’t know how to get the same thing. Then,  favoritism is favor given based on the giver. But God’s grace and favor that He gives and makes one an apple of His eye is based on the receiver and what the receiver does. That means that everyone if they would do what God wants done will become the apples of His eye. Did Abel become the apple of God’s eyes? Yes. Did Cain become the apple of God’s eyes? No. But did God tell Cain how he could do it? Yes. He said, “Cain if you do well I will also give you favor and grace.” Does God favor some people above others? Yes. Is God practicing favoritism? NO. 
No. 1 His favor is based on principles and laws. 
No. 2 it is based on the receiver not on the giver. 
It says here Noah found grace. Being born again is not the end of the story but the beginning of a continual walk with God. In this way we can win favor with God. 

Do you know why the Body of Christ isn’t motivated to spend time with God? Because we think that all of our blessings are in Christ and since Jesus did it for us,we don’t have to do anything. So it produces complacent Christians. It produces Christians without the zeal to seek God. But when you understand the fact that there is special grace,  we realize that getting up early in the morning is pleasing God and is not based on works. It's based on obedience. 

Christians have fallen to the extreme that says, “God is not going to bless you because of how much you pray, not how much you read the bible, not how much you spend time with God. Everything is based on grace, grace in Christ. Not by our works of righteousness but by His works.” Yet my friends, that is only one side of the coin. 

The other side of the coin is that unless we obey all the principles and laws of Christ we don’t receive all the fullness of Christ. You say, “Do you mean that it IS by works and not by grace?” Salvation is by grace and reward is by works. We are all saved by grace. His rewards are based on works. Let’s be motivated to work hard for that. Coming into heaven and salvation is free by God’s grace there is no doubt about it. We are saved not because of what we have done. 

But lets see the other side of the coin. Rewards are based on obedience to God, on our walk and our works in God. The key is to learn how to work in the Spirit and not work in the flesh. 

If we have the wrong concept of Christianity; I think: in Christ everything is given to me… We could then just lie in bed from 9 pm to 9 pm every day, and think that we will receive our reward. “Bless me, Lord I am going to lie down on this pillow and You are going to bless me; not because of what I have done, but because Jesus has done it all on the cross for me. In Christ I am being made rich in Him. I am a multi-millionaire in Christ. In Christ I am healed - by His stripes I am healed. In Christ I am blessed. I have everything in life.” You could just lie down and roll around on your mattress and say that Jesus did all the works for you. That is not true. The only way we receive is based on works in God. 

So let's look at Noah in Gen. 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odor, the Lord said in his heart… Wasn’t the Lord touched? He was touched.  His heart was moved. In every human being even the most unfriendly they will have a soft spot somewhere. Even war criminals like Adolph Hitler have a soft spot. But that man is a crook, a killer yet even he has his soft spot. There is a soft spot in every one of us. God made us all in His image to function by love except it is more difficult to find in some people than in others. But in God there is a softness in His heart that can be touched by the offerings we give to Him. 

Now after Noah offered his offerings to God, he received special blessings. Look at chapter 9:1 And so God blessed Noah and his sons. That was after his offerings. Now did God asked for that offering? No. Noah initiated that offering. If you look at it carefully it could be classified in 2 categories. 
No. 1 as a burnt offering. 
No. 2 as a peace offering. Thanksgiving… I mean he is saved from the flood. And you see the fruit of the two types of offerings operated together strongly in his life. 

Lets look at the book of Daniel. There we are able to touch on 2 points. One is consistency with God. You see the burnt offering speaks of consistency. It must be a perpetual offering every morning and in fact there is also an evening sacrifice. It was initiated some where in the time of David. God would rather we be consistent than be desperadoes. Desperadoes seek God only when they need Him.

 Dan. 9:20-21 While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy hill of my God; while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. Chapter 10:11 O Daniel man greatly beloved.    Now who was he beloved by? God. You can be loved and you can be greatly loved. I am not saying that God displays conditional love. His love is unconditional but He is prevented from loving us by our disobedience. And here Daniel tapped into the realm of God where the angel knows him and God said of him he is greatly loved. If you want to be the apple of God’s eye burn offerings everyday. Don’t burn offerings like you are in a hurry. Really seek God with all your heart. You must seek God like Daniel sought consistently 3 times a day. 

The second major principle that we have touched on is the principle of thanksgiving in our heart consistently. I Thes. 5:18 Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Such a simple word and so seldom practiced. Don’t be like Cain who only thanked God when he saw the church thanking God. Who only thank God when he saw someone else thanking God. Don’t be like Cain. Be like Abel. Whatever God does, however God blesses you, have a heart of thanksgiving to God. Thank you Lord for this day. Thank you Lord for another day to serve you. Thank you Lord for a physical body that is healthy in me. Thank God constantly and your life will change and become very different. 

